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Since the very beginning of the 1990s, a large number of policy initiatives have sought to promote 

business start-ups to foster both economic and job growths. The underlying idea is that new firms 

contribute to the dynamism of the economy and that they are able to promote structural change, 

innovation and new job creation. However, despite the large number of papers, books and reports on 

this topic, a lot remains to be done to better understand why and how potential entrepreneurs decide 

to create a new business in a given place, and why some places are more entrepreneurial than others. 

Besides individual characteristics which have long been considered as key explanatory factors in the 

business creation process (Shook, Priem, & McGee, 2003), local characteristics have also been 

introduced as explanatory variables in several papers (Dejardin 2004; Boutillier, Carré, and Levratto 

2016; Audretsch, Dohse, and Niebuhr 2010) inspired, among others, by Keeble and Walker (1994). 

Time has passed since the publication of the seminal research by Reynolds & Storey (1993) and the 

edition of the special issue of the Annals of Regional Science dealing with Demography of the firm and 

spatial dynamics (1994). The research on the role of places and territories as explanatory factors of the 

regional propensity to create new businesses has been developed and econometric techniques 

implemented have also changed. 



It is almost impossible today to publish a paper in which regional context appears as a dummy variable 

in the empirical equation. Agglomeration effects taking the form of localization or urbanization 

economies (Moomaw, 1988) have not been systematically shown to play an expected significant role 

in firm entry, renewing the interest on the question of the so-called inner city incubator effect 

(Fotopoulos & Louri, 2000). Other critical aspects have been emphasized. These include: globalization 

(Audretsch, Grilo, & Thurik, 2012), unemployment (Santarelli, Caree, & Verheul, 2009), financial 

context (Arcuri & Levratto, 2018), culture (Fritsch & Wyrwich, 2019). 

Simultaneously, the enrichment of local datasets and the increasing sophistication and robustness of 

spatial econometric techniques (Anselin & Bera, 1998; Anselin, Le Gallo, & Jayet, 2008) make possible 

to integrate an increasing number of variables and to take into account distance and proximity, 

improving the empirical knowledge about the local determinants of entrepreneurship. An abundant 

literature has thus focused on the various local characteristics that can intervene to shape the 

entrepreneurial propensity in a given place and the spatial inequalities observed whatever the spatial 

unit considered. 

Behind the fragmented conceptualizations, approaches, and focus one can detect a common 

assumption: the local entry rate is the result of implicit or explicit, structural or temporary factors. 

There is a need for additional theoretically-sound and empirically-based papers embodying both 

analytical rigor and practical relevance with regards to the local determinants of entrepreneurship. In 

other words, little research has investigated the geography of entrepreneurship considering the 

comprehensive conception of territory proposed by Camagni & Capello (2013) or  Perucca (2014). This 

new chapter of the regional science (Capello, 2019) lead us to consider that now is the time to invite 

scholars to propose a fresh look at the relationship between entrepreneurship and the local context. 

This Special Issue aims at filling this gap, which may represent an essential step in order to contribute 

to the debate/complete the puzzle on the role of territory in firm demography. 

Possible Research Topics 

This Special Issue seeks high-quality submissions that provide significant contributions, whether 

theoretical or empirical, to favour a clearer understanding of entrepreneurship at a regional and a sub-

regional level. Below are some illustrative research questions (not exhaustive) that would be suitable 

for inclusion in the Special Issue. In addition, this Special Issue encourages submissions that probe local 

entrepreneurship from multiple and cross-disciplinary perspectives such as geography, law and 

institutions, strategic management, and economics, among others. 

- How can we measure regional entrepreneurship? 

- Are all territories equal in their entrepreneurial perspectives? 

- How do explicit and tacit determinants interplay to explain entrepreneurship? 

- What is the role of culture? How do individual characteristics and local culture interact in 

determining the entrepreneurial propensity?  

- How to estimate local impacts of macroeconomic shocks on entrepreneurship? 

- What are the roles of local determinants of firm entry and survival at a sub-regional level? 

- What is the role of territorial capital in the explanation of local difference in business 

creation? 

- Does entrepreneurship interact with regional resilience? 



- What is the role of crisis in the evolution of the local entrepreneurial rate? 

- How do local and historical contexts interplay in explaining entry rates or entrepreneurial 

propensity? 

- Do entrepreneurs create their business where they live or do they choose where to locate 

their business? 
 

Submission Process and Deadlines 

The Special Issue Editors will organize a formal workshop to select between and to develop the papers that 

pass the first round of reviews, to discuss these further and to provide editorial guidance for additional 

revisions. This workshop will be organized at University Paris Nanterre on November 20, 2020. 

Expression of interest with a one-page abstract must be posted by February 29, 2020, to 

ent.territ@gmail.com. Manuscripts must be submitted by August 15, 2020 to ent.territ@gmail.com 

Submitted papers that will be selected to take part in the workshop will then go through the Annals of 

Regional Science regular double-blind review process. The expected publication is in Fall 2021. 
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